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SYMPOSIUM 111 (ORG~: W. GREUTER, Chair:. 
D. BERTOLANI MARCI-IETTI) 

"P~ynostratigraphical arid paleobotanical contributions to 
the history of the Mediterranean flora" 

"Contributions ~ynostratigraphiques et paleobotaniques · 
à la gc11èSe de la flora méditerranéenn~·· 



WTROOUC:TION ANO SOME DATA ON THE.f.fESSINIAN. 

n. Ber tolani r~archetti. Istituto e Orto Botanico dell'Uni versi tà. .·. 
·n.ale Caduti in Guerra, 127 - MODENA (Italy). 

The NATO-ARI International Conference of Erice, Sicily 
. ::over.~ber 18/28, 1982) on the "Geologica! Evolution od the Medi te r
. ·::-.-:an Bas in", w i th i palynological paleoclimatological implications. 

· .. : :h e lo'! e di terranean Neogene lnterim-Colloqu_i_!:l.!.!!. (Apri!. 18-27, 1983), 

·· :·-i•..:ced very interesting reports and discussions. 
Thus w~ have today an_ every more detailed p1cture of the 

::-.portant events taking place in the Medi .. cl·ranean· basin, i. e. upper 
: :i ocene glacial events, identification of Plio-Pleistocen.e boundary, 
!;!?ginning of "Mediterranean" climate aryd vegetation conditions, dif
ferent featurcs of.glacial and interglaci~l periods in the North and 
5ou lh lliedi terranean. etc •• 

Probl~ms of the Messinian (Upper 14iocene) are for palynologists 
:hc ones most recently investi&ated: "salinity crisis", with partial 
:~sertification of the Mediterranean area and with probable presence 
,,f cool, or wet/warm climatic·conditions; probable connections with 
~lacial waves; palynological identificatiori of some"vcgetation· belts; 

r.tc. Sedimentological, _chronological, and paleontological studies 

jlrovide a precious support •• 
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